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Summary 


Main Features 


Data from the monthly Labour Force Survey are released in two stages. The Labour Force, 
Australia, Detailed - Electronic Delivery (cat. no. 6291.0.55.001) and Labour Force, 
Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003) are part of the second release, and 
include detailed data not contained in the Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0) product 
set, which is released one week earlier. 


The Labour Force, Australia, Detailed - Electronic Delivery (cat. no. 6291.0.55.001) is 
released monthly. Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003) 
includes data only collected in February, May, August and November (including industry and 
occupation). 


Since these products are based on the same data as the Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 
6202.0) publication, the 6202.0 Labour Force, Australia Explanatory Notes are relevant to 
both releases. 


Online Collection in the Labour Force Survey 


ONLINE COLLECTION IN THE LABOUR FORCE SURVEY 


INTRODUCTION 


Households selected in the ABS's Labour Force Survey traditionally responded through a 
telephone or face-to-face interview, but from December 2012 the option of responding 
through an online questionnaire was introduced to provide respondents with greater choice 
and to ensure that data collection remains cost-effective. This note provides updated 
information on the take up rate of the online questionnaire. 


BACKGROUND 


From December 2012 to April 2013, the ABS conducted a trial of online data collection. 
During this time, respondents in one rotation group (i.e. one-eighth of the survey sample) 
were offered the option of self completing their Labour Force Survey (LFS) questionnaire 
online instead of via a telephone or face-to-face interview. From May 2013, the ABS 
expanded the offer of online collection to 50% of each new incoming rotation group. This 


coincided with the introduction of the current sample, based on the 2011 Census of 
Population and Housing. From September 2013, online collection has been offered to 100% 
of private dwellings in each incoming rotation group and by April 2014, 100% of private 
dwellings were being offered online collection. Interviewer collection (both telephone and 
face-to-face) continues to be available for those respondents where online self completion is 
inappropriate for operational, technological or personal reasons. 


The ABS used the initial trial of offering online data collection to one rotation group and the 
progressive introduction of the offer to other rotation groups, to measure the impact on the 
Labour Force series of the move to online self completion. Statistical analysis during this 
period concluded there was no evidence of any reporting bias due to the introduction of 
online questionnaires. However, the analysis could not rule out that some small impact may 
be present, as the sample of online reporters was not sufficiently large to detect if there 
were any small impacts. Ongoing monitoring and analysis of online responses has not 
identified a significant impact from the move to online self completion. 


CURRENT COLLECTION PROCEDURES 


Households selected in the Labour Force Survey are sent a letter and brochure informing 
them that they have been selected to participate in the survey. Since February 2014, survey 
respondents are asked to use the unique user name and password provided in the letter to 
register an email address and other contact details for the household, or to contact the ABS 
if they are unable to participate in the survey online. A notification is then sent to 
respondents who have registered their contact details electronically to advise that the survey 
questionnaire is available for completion online within a specified one week period. 
Respondents who are unable to participate in the survey online, along with respondents who 
register contact details for the household electronically but do not complete the survey 
questionnaire online within the specified one week period, are subsequently contacted by an 
ABS interviewer to complete the survey questionnaire either via telephone or face-to-face. 
This represents an "opt out" approach to online data collection, and encourages survey 
participants to complete the survey online where possible at a time which is convenient to 
them. 


ONLINE COLLECTION TAKE UP 


Graph 1 shows that online collection take up rates in aggregate were very consistent since 
January 2014. The lowest take up rate since January 2014 was 17.4% in January 2014 
(when only 81% of the sample was offered the online option), with the highest at 24.1% in 
June 2015. The average take up rate since January 2014 was 21.6%. This compares to the 
2013 average take up rate of 17.5% of those offered an online option. The ABS is continuing 
to explore options for making online collection a more attractive option for households. 


Graph 1 - Online collection take up rates 
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The LFS sample is divided into eight distinct sub-samples, or rotation groups, with each sub- 
sample remaining in the survey for eight months. A new rotation group is introduced each 
month to replace an outgoing rotation group. This replacement sample generally comes 
from the same geographic area as the outgoing one. Graph 2 shows that online collection 
take up rates varied somewhat between incoming and outgoing rotation groups since 
January 2014. The largest absolute difference in take up rates was seen in June 2014, with 
the take up rate for the incoming rotation group 6.3 percentage points higher than for the 
outgoing rotation group. The difference in the take up rate between an outgoing and 
incoming rotation group is one cause of the variation in month to month take up rates shown 
in Graph 1. 


Graph 2 - Online collection take up rates, by rotation group 
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The LFS sample can also be thought of as comprising sub-samples based in each capital 
city and the rest of each state. For the period April 2014 (when the online option 
commenced being offered to 100% of the sample) to June 2015, the combined online 
collection take up rates for capital cities were consistently higher than those for the 
combined rest of states (refer Graph 3). The largest difference in take up rates was seen in 
June 2015 where the combined capital cities rate was 6.9 percentage points higher than that 
for the combined rest of states. From April 2014 to June 2015, the average take up rate for 
the combined capital cities was 23.5% and 19.1% for the combined rest of states. 


Graph 3 - Online collection take up rates, by Capital city/ Rest of State 
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Graph 4 shows that average online collection take up rates for each state for the period 
October 2014 to June 2015 were fairly consistent with the highest take up rate seen in 
Western Australia (at 24.9%) and the lowest in Queensland (at 20.8%). This contrasted with 
results for each territory, which varied most from the national average of 22.0% for these 
months. The average take up rate for the same period for the Northern Territory was 11.4% 
(noting that online data collection was not offered to sample in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities and very remote areas), while the take up rate for the Australian 
Capital Territory was 30.7%. 


Graph 4 - Online collection take up rates. by state 
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Survey respondents who complete their survey with the help of a trained interviewer ina 
month are still able to use online collection for any subsequent month in the survey. Graph 5 
shows of those survey respondents who completed their survey with the help of an ABS 


interviewer in the previous month, the proportion who used online collection in the following 
month. For example, of those survey respondents who completed their survey with the help 
of an ABS interviewer in May 2015, 7.1% subsequently completed the questionnaire online 


in June 2015. 


Graph 5 - Online collection, % from previously interviewed households 
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22/09/2015 - Table 04, Employed persons by industry division of main job (ANZSIC) - Trend, 
Seasonally adjusted, and Original. This table has been revised to incorporate an improved 
methodology for applying prior corrections to remove from the seasonally adjusted 
estimates the effect of changed timing and content of supplementary surveys included with 
the Labour Force Survey. In addition, industry series that were not previously seasonally 
adjusted are now seasonally adjusted. The revised seasonally adjusted and trend industry 
divisions are Mining; Manufacturing; Wholesale trade; Rental, hiring and real estate 


services; Professional, scientific and technical services; and Public administration and 
safety. The revised methodology does not impact the original series or any of the headline 
labour force series (e.g. Seasonally adjusted Australian employment). 


Explanatory Notes 


Explanatory Notes 


Data from the monthly Labour Force Survey are released in two stages. The Labour Force, 
Australia, Detailed - Electronic Delivery (cat. no. 6291.0.55.001) and Labour Force, 
Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003) are part of the second release, and 
include detailed data not contained in the Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0) product 
set, which is released one week earlier. 


The Labour Force, Australia, Detailed - Electronic Delivery (cat. no. 6291.0.55.001) is 
released monthly. Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003) 
includes data only collected in February, May, August and November (including industry and 
occupation). 


Since these products are based on the same data as the Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 
6202.0) publication, the 6202.0 Labour Force, Australia Explanatory Notes are relevant to 
both releases. 


Quality Declaration - Summary 


QUALITY DECLARATION - SUMMARY 
INSTITUTIONAL ENVIRONMENT 


Labour Force statistics are compiled from the Labour Force Survey which is conducted each 
month throughout Australia as part of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) household 
survey program. For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the 
legislative obligations of the ABS, financing and governance arrangements, and 
mechanisms for scrutiny of ABS operations, please see ABS Institutional Environment. 


RELEVANCE 

The Labour Force Survey provides monthly information about the labour market activity of 
Australia's resident civilian population aged 15 years and over. The Labour Force Survey is 
designed to primarily provide estimates of employment and unemployment for the whole of 
Australia and, secondarily, for each state and territory. 


TIMELINESS 


The Labour Force Survey enumeration begins on the Sunday between the 5th and 11th of 
the month, except for the Christmas and New Year holiday period. In December 


enumerations starts between the 3rd and 9th (4 weeks after November enumeration 
begins). In January enumeration starts between the 7th and 13th (5 weeks after December 
enumeration begins). 


Key estimates from the Labour Force Survey are published in two stages. The first, Labour 
Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0), is released 32 days after the commencement of 
enumeration for the month, with the exception of estimates for December which are 
published 39 days after the commencement of enumeration. 


The second stage includes detailed data that were not part of the first stage and are 
published in Labour Force, Australia, Detailed - Electronic Delivery (cat. no. 6291.0.55.001) 
and Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003). The second stage 
is released 7 days after the first stage. 


ACCURACY 


The Labour Force Survey is based on a sample of private dwellings (approximately 26,000 
houses, flats etc) and non-private dwellings, such as hotels and motels. The sample covers 
about 0.32% of the Australian civilian population aged 15 years or over. The Labour Force 
Survey is designed primarily to provide estimates of key labour force statistics for the whole 
of Australia and, secondarily, for each state and territory. 


Two types of error are possible in an estimate based on a sample survey: non-sampling 
error and sampling error. 


Non-sampling error arises from inaccuracies in collecting, recording and processing the 
data. Every effort is made to minimise reporting error by the careful design of 
questionnaires, intensive training and supervision of interviewers, and efficient data 
processing procedures. Non-sampling error also arises because information cannot be 
obtained from all persons selected in the survey. The Labour Force Survey receives a high 
level of cooperation, with an average response rate for the last year being 94%. 


Sampling error occurs because a sample, rather than the entire population, is surveyed. 
One measure of the likely difference resulting from not including all dwellings in the survey is 
given by the standard error. There are about two chances in three that a sample estimate 
will differ by less than one standard error from the figure that would have been obtained if all 
dwellings had been included in the survey, and about nineteen chances in twenty that the 
difference will be less than two standard errors. 


Standard errors of key estimates and movements since the previous month are available in 
Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0). The standard error of other estimates and 
movements may be calculated by using the spreadsheet contained in Labour Force Survey 
Standard Errors, Data Cube (cat. no. 6298.0.55.001). 


COHERENCE 


The ABS has been conducting the Labour Force Survey each month since February 1978. 
While seeking to provide a high degree of consistency and comparability over time by 
minimising changes to the survey, sound survey practice requires careful and continuing 
maintenance and development to maintain the integrity of the data and the efficiency of the 
collection. 


The changes which have been made to the Labour Force Survey have included changes in 


sampling methods, estimation methods, concepts, data item definitions, classifications, and 
time series analysis techniques. In introducing these changes the ABS has generally revised 
previous estimates to ensure consistency and coherence with current estimates. For a full 
list of changes made to the Labour Force Survey see Chapter 20 in Labour Statistics: 
Concepts, Sources and Methods (cat. no. 6102.0.55.001). 


INTERPRETABILITY 


The key estimates from the Labour Force Survey are available as original, seasonally 
adjusted and trend series. Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the effects of 
normal seasonal variation from the series so other influences on the series can be more 
clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the irregular influences 
which may be present and therefore month-to-month movements may not be reliable 
indicators of underlying behaviour. To assist in interpreting the underlying behaviour, the 
ABS produces the trend series by smoothing the seasonally adjusted series to reduce the 
impact of the irregular component. For further information, see A Guide to Interpreting Time 
Series - Monitoring Trends (cat. no. 1349.0). 


Further information on the terminology and other technical aspects associated with statistics 
from the Labour Force Survey can be found in the publication Labour Force, Australia (cat. 
no. 6202.0), which contains detailed Explanatory Notes, Standard Error information and a 
Glossary. 


ACCESSIBILITY 


Please see the Related Information tab for the list of products that are available from this 
collection. 


Standard Errors 


Estimates from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) are based on information collected from 
people in a sample of dwellings, rather than the entire population. Hence the estimates 
produced may differ from those that would have been produced if the entire population had 
been included in the survey. The most common measure of the likely difference (or 
‘sampling error’) is the standard error (SE). 


The ABS considers that estimates with a relative standard error of 25% or more may be 
subject to sampling variability too high for most practical purposes. 


To determine if an item has a relative standard error of 25% or more, in SuperTABLE, right 
click in the centre of the table, select annotate cells - standard annotations, and select 
‘Annotate RSE cut-off values’. 


To indicate those cells in spreadsheets with a relative standard error of 25% or more, 
annotations have been applied prior to dissemination. 


In addition, the tables below have been supplied to show estimates at which the relative 
standard error is 25%. Estimates of the size indicated in the tables, or smaller, are 
considered to be subject to sampling variability too high for most practical purposes. 


Due to the January 2011 flooding in Queensland the relative standard errors for January will 
be higher than normal in some regions, therefore for Queensland the estimates at which the 
relative standard error is 25% will be higher than they appear in the tables below. However 
from February, the data returns to normal. 


The RSEs for July 2013 (50% old sample, 50% new sample) and onwards will be subject to 
revisions in the future, as more information is Known about the new sample after it has been 
introduced. 


Additional information on how standard errors for LFS estimates are produced is available in 
Labour Force Survey Standard Errors, Data Cube (cat. no. 6298.0.55.001). 
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